339. LETTER TO COLONIAL SECRETARY

JOHANNESBURG,
April 11, 1905

TO

THE HONOURABLE THE COLONIAL SECRETARY,
BLOEMFONTEIN

SIR,
The attention of my Association has been drawn to regulations that
are published from time to time in the Government Gazette in connection
with the various Municipalities in the Orange River Colony regarding
Coloured persons resident therein, and to the Ordinance "to supplement
and amend the provisions of law with reference to the Municipality of
Bloemfontein".
In the regulations for the Township of Reddersburg, my Association
noticed that the term "Native" is so defined as to include all Coloured
persons, not excepting British Indians, and the regulations for this Town-
ship, as also for that of Vrede, lay down rules for the control of the Coloured
people living within those townships, which, in the humble opinion of
my Association, are degrading, unjust and insulting; and while it is very
probable that there are no British Indians staying in those townships,
the regulations in question are none the kss offensive on that account,
and should a stray Indian happen to enter any of those townships, he
would suddenly find himself hemmed in by galling restrictions.
My Association was pained to see similar powers granted by Ordinance
19 of 1905 to the Municipality of Bloemfontein. My Association ventures
to think that such anti-colour activity in the Orange River Colony is cont-
rary to British traditions as also the declarations made from time to time
by Her late Majesty's Ministers, and it is incomprehensible to my Asso-
ciation why such legislation and regulations are countenanced by the
Government of the Orange River Colony.
My Association will be extremely obliged if you will be pleased to
inform me whether it is the intention of the Government to grant any
relief in the matter.
/ have the honour to remain.
Sir,
Tour obedient servant,
ABDUL GANI,
CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION
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